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ANNUAL VISITATION TRENDS 
 

Gorges State Park does not have a long history of visitation. The park was only established in 1999, 
and to date only minimal facility development has taken place. Figure IV-1 shows the park’s annual 
visitation from 2000 through 2003. Visitation from January through March of 2001 is estimated. The 
Grassy Ridge Access opened April 9, 2001, and the Frozen Creek Access opened July 1, 2001. As 
additional facilities are developed, visitation to Gorges State Park should increase substantially.  
 
Figure IV-1. Annual Visitation  
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Traffic counters at the two accesses are used to determine visitation, using a per vehicle multiplier of 
three persons. Visitation dropped 42.7 percent from 156,185 in 2002 to 89,526 in 2003. During 
2003, Transylvania County experienced one of the highest annual amounts of rainfall on record, 
concomitantly dampening travel and tourism. The park was also closed during parts of the popular 4th 
of July and Labor Day weekends due to staff involvement in rescue efforts at the Horsepasture River.  
 
 
 

 
 
 

MONTHLY VISITATION TRENDS 
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Gorges State Park’s monthly visitation is largely seasonal, with dramatic differences in visitation 
between the cold and warm weather months (Figure IV-2). Visitation increases with the arrival of 
warmer spring weather, peaks in July of the summer months, and then - except during a jump for the 
peak fall leaf season – decreases as the temperature drops.  
 
Figure IV-2. Average Monthly Visitation 2002-2003  
 

 
The monthly visitation pattern leads to an obvious conclusion concerning the desirability of using 
seasonal and peak load personnel to help staff the park during months of higher visitation.   
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